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By David Lawrence 


istituted by the ^10 

ly parts'of the world, ayid which, if 1 

Most^people imagine 

persons killed on a field of ba .. 
could gather figures from all the countries of the world dur¬ 
ing the last four years, he would probably find that disease 
and lack of food killed more people than did the war itself. 
Nobody knows what numbers of humans have starved to 
death in Russia. Nobody can estimate the indirect effect of 
undernourishment on the death rates of neutral countries 

The signing of an armistice ora peace treaty is but an inci¬ 
dent in the ending of a war if the economic adjustments 
following it do^not mean an arrangement to stop suffering. 

the civilian populations who have been hungry during the 

President Wilson Saw the Need 

P RESIDENT WILSON worked indefatigably to wage 
effective war in order to bring an early peace. His wish 
as well as the heart’s passion of 100,000,000 of his fellow 
countrymen has now been granted. But in those, critical 

future tian anything else—the food problem. 

And the Allied War Council unanimously adopted a 
resolution appended to the terms of the armistice itself 
providing that food be given the liberated peoples. The 
President summoned Herbert Hoover to the White House 

governments there and determine upon a plan for feeding 
the world. Mr. Hoover’s familiarity with European food 
questions, dating back from'his remarkable work in organiz- 


separation from Germany and thereby the downfall of the 
Berlin government as pressure from the outside. 

As for the people of Germany itself, many of them mis- 
guided from chUdhood as to^what constituted the aim of the 

to the Kaiser and his precepts, and even a cold-blooded 
Prussian militarist—Mr. Hoover h ; -“' f jjg 
shred of sympafhy for Prussianism 




by the President. 

Before Mr. Hoover went t. 

ducing many of his ideas. We 1 
ing the Germans, and the quc 
what the American people w< 


. In this article I am rc 


then indeed it is a practical qu 

That is what most Americans will be interested to 
analyze—the practical reasons why we must feed Germany, 

who preach a doctrine of kindness to a downtrodden foe, who 
argue that America has always been magnanimous in vic- 

hatfa better opportunity for expression. But that is a con- 

will find it difficult to reconcile themselves to a spirit of 
brotherly love so soon after the commission of the worst sins 
humanity ever had recorded. So the question can be 

helpAmerica anTthereTt oft he woritTw fred German^? * 

The Root of Bolshevism and Anarchy 

n IS no longer a theory but a fact that lack of food is 
he root of Bolshevism and anarchy in Europe. Hungry 

man. In pursuit of food thousands of people emigrate to 
other countries.^ They will fill England and France and Italy. 

prevent their influx. But even if they were kept isolated in¬ 
side Germany and Austria, how much of a chance would the 

wares to the peoples of Central Europe? 

If the middle of the continent, with its trade routes to the 

there will be no markets for any business. There will be 
And if the people of Great Britain, France and Italy find 

much from America. Indeed, they will not have the money 
to pay for it. And they will not have the money to pay the 
taxes which must be collected in order that Great Britain, 
France and the other Allied countries shall be able annually 
to^ay back jxirtions of their great war debt of billions of 

And how much would Liberty Bonds be worth if the Allies 


be Our C Government *c an^insist ^on^bein iven the rk t 
price for foodstuffs whenever anything is bought for European 
consumption. Buying in such quantities, the Government 
at Washington can supervise the inroads which European 
countries shall be permitted to make in our supply andean 
appeal to the American people to conserve certain amounts 
of food so that there will be enough available for export to 

Looking at the jvorld’sbahnce sheet in the different great 

First, tfiere are sufficient supplies of wheat and rye to meet 


of high-protein feeds foi 


Third, of other fe 


Fifth, pork and dairy products and veget 
shortage of about three billion pounds. 
Sixth, sufficient supplies of beef to load 


practically enough of everything for out 
tception of protein feeds. To produce th 

ica will furnish rather more than sixty pe 


nd rye, for example, large supplies 
1 Argentina and Australia and c 
uring the war through a lack of toi 






“ Germany,” he remarked, ” has 
she has dominated^and left them 


•ert their Liberty Bonds into cash would like tl 
ng a large discount on their bonds just becai 

r and peacefulnessTn Central Europe, we had 1 

All Europe Must be Reconstructed 


We Cannot Go Back to Pre-War Waste 

B waste. We must still be economical and avoid**waste. 

wheat loaf. This is a blessing, for while bread comprises 
only twenty-five per cent of our national diet, fifty to sixty 
per cent of the food of Europe is simply breach We are 

dailybread. 3 " 11 conservat,on are glvlng * 6 wor ltS 
There has been and is a world shortage in fats because 
Europe has been underfeeding dairy herds. We can only 
supply the deficiency by increased production and conserva- 

as before the war. By promising the farmer a fair return on 


: whose everyday tre 


c is the mother of anarchy. From the inability of 
its to secure food for their people grow revolution 
i. From an ability to supply their people grow 
f government and the defeat of anarchy. Did we 


i directly by th 
People must be fed in order to get 
Europe financially, commercially and economically 
And after the peace treaty is signed and all nations 


mal with respect to the supply of fats, but gradually we shall 
be able to diminish suffering everywhere by scrupulous 

e other hand, 
lort has been 

' butter and condensed 


As more ships become available to carry pork pi 
abroad, large sacrifices will be necessary. On the othei 
we are so short of dairy products that their 
limited. Nevertheless, it is the duty of Arne 

milk. Both these articles are needed fo. .. 

Ch |lf f r s taa° tbener^on. There is enough to fill nl, 
the refrigerating ships available. This doesn’t mean that 
Europe can have all that is wanted there, but transportation 
filling the demand abroad. 

-*■ in Washington : —g||d 


be protection of 



One of the Tragedies of the War 

M R. HOOVER had in mind particularly the peoples of 
Austria-Hungary—the Czccho-Slovaks, for instance— 

and the Serbians and the Rumanians and the Ukrainians 
and all those nationalities on which the Hapsburgs im¬ 
posed their tyranny, peoples of whom many were in sym¬ 
pathy with us from the start of the war and manifested that 
sympathy by frequent mut* 

Allied forces, knowing ^full w 

of war would be given them, but—execution. 

The story of how the peoples of various nationalities inside 

one of the many tragedies of the war. Now they Tavern 




.at food going into Austria-Hungary, 
hie millions who in^their hearts through- 

the chaos that brought on Austria’s 


_ , . Dut the task of ordering and adjusting th« 

whole food problem rests upon us. The European countries 
J this when they asked that Herbert Hoover be sent 
to discuss the situation with them. But food con- 
i recognized both here and abroad as necessary for 
anocner reason—the price. 

Consider what would happen to the cost of living in 
America if suddenly every restriction were withdrawn on the 
export and import of food to and from other countries. 
Underfed Europe would send agents to America to buy 
foodstuffs. The supply being much smaller than the amounts 
Europe would like to get, everybody would begin to bid 
and food would go to the highest bidder. Prices would 
soar as they always do when there is a scarcity of anything. 
v lour might go to twenty dollars a barrel and sugar to 
wenty cents a pound, and what not. ^ 

ood business ought to be withdrawn now that larger supplies 
»f foodstuffs are available, as for instance from Argentina, 
iut he believes in a rigid control of the amount that should 


WtuMto 


r wheat bread. We must—-- 

tion of wheat We must conserve butter and 


. as transportation opens up, 
are 40,000,000 peop.e i, 

North Russia alone who probably coy' J 1 u *” 1 


is probably will perish th 


onths of tteyear* ^ 
he food organizations 
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